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MSNBC’s Conflict of Interest: Al Sharpton
By Roger Aronoff

T

he day before Al Sharpton’s particular brand of
civil rights activism led him to speak at Michael
Brown’s funeral, The New York Times was celebrating him with a softball piece that outlined Sharpton’s strong connections to the Obama administration,
White House adviser Valerie Jarrett, and even New York
Mayor Bill de Blasio. What do all these leaders have in
common? They lean left—hard left. Or as the motto
of MSNBC, where Sharpton has a weekday show, puts
it, they “lean forward.”
But Sharpton’s leftward leanings weren’t the subject
of the feature by the Times. Instead, authors Nikita
Stewart and Jason Horowitz focused on Sharpton’s
burgeoning political prowess in the national sphere, and they
call him “the country’s most prominent voice on race relations.”
“In little more than 24 hours this weekend, the Rev. Al Sharpton led a march on Staten Island to protest the death of a black
man in police custody, went to Washington to appear on ‘Meet
the Press’ and flew to Ferguson, Mo., where on Monday he is to
eulogize the 18-year-old black man whose fatal shooting by the
police set off days of unrest,” reported Stewart and Horowitz.
“In between, Mr. Sharpton talked by phone to Valerie Jarrett, a
White House adviser and presidential confidante, who told him
that representatives of the Obama administration would be at
the funeral for the 18-year-old, Michael Brown.”
Some might argue, instead, that Sharpton has made a career
of stoking unnecessary racial tension. For example, the Tawana
Brawley case, and the Crown Heights riots in New York in
1991 should be enough to keep him from being held up as an
iconic civil rights leader. Scott Johnson of Power Line blog has
provided an excellent recap of some of Sharpton’s more egregious
activities, as well as his unique relationship with both the White
House, and a certain cable network that works daily to be very
helpful to President Obama.
Johnson cites an article by Howard Kurtz, formerly with
The Washington Post and CNN—now with Fox News—who
is “dismayed by Sharpton’s multiple roles,” previously in the
Trayvon Martin case, now in the Michael Brown case: “Now we

see the same syndrome in the Ferguson tragedy,” writes Kurtz.
“Sharpton with the family. Sharpton leading rallies. Sharpton
quietly working with Obama. Sharpton denouncing the police
on MSNBC. How is this allowed?”
President Obama has been criticized by the black community
for not being more vocal about the death of Michael Brown,
even though the President has been burned in the past by his
comments on the Trayvon Martin case and the arrest of Harvard
Professor Henry Louis Gates.
But Sharpton has been more than vocal in his opinions about
Officer Darren Wilson, who fatally shot Brown. MSNBC titled
one segment of Sharpton’s PoliticsNation show, “Still no arrest
in Michael Brown shooting.” The implication seems to be that
Wilson is guilty of murder, and should be arrested and tried in
the courts. But in the Trayvon Martin case, Sharpton publicly
and vociferously called for George Zimmerman’s arrest. Zimmerman was later found not guilty of a crime in the case of
Martin’s death.
Investor’s Business Daily raises serious questions about Sharpton, calling him Obama’s new Jeremiah Wright, and about
Michael Brown. In another piece, IBD looks at the star witness
against Wilson, and finds his credibility extremely suspect. All
the more reason to allow the wheels of justice to turn, impartially
and without political and media pressure, to determine the guilt
or innocence of Officer Wilson.
Stewart and Horowitz outline the intimate relationship be-
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Editor’s Message

in the News
Just days before the second
anniversary of the terrorist attack
in Benghazi, Libya, an article titled
“Is the Islamic Caliphate at War
with the United States?” by Frank
de Varona, for the website Bear Witness Central cites AIM’s Citizens’
Commission on Benghazi (CCB)
and its:
“...alarming report issued by
the Citizens’ Commission on
Benghazi. The CCB was set up in
September 2013 to investigate the
September 11, 2012 assaults on the
U.S. Special Diplomatic Compound
and CIA Annex in Benghazi, Libya.
The members of the commission
included former CIA officers, retired high-ranking military...former
Congressman, writers and experts
on national security and defense.”
He then listed the members
of the commission, including AIM
editor Roger Aronoff.
“After many months of investigation and research...the CCB issued on 4/22/14 an interim report
entitled ‘How America Switched
Sides in the War on Terror.’”
Breitbart cites Cliff Kincaid of
AIM and America’s Survival, Inc.
for publishing Back from the Dead,
a booklet detailing “The Return of
the Evil Empire.”“Kincaid is a force
to be reckoned with. [He is] a lifelong anti-Communist crusader.”

Dear Fellow Media Watchdogs:
President Obama revealed that when it came to ISIS (Islamic State in Iraq and Syria), the radical jihadists operating
in Iraq and Syria, he has “no strategy” regarding combating
them in Syria. It was viewed as a stunning admission. The
statement exposed many characteristics of Obama: weak,
indecisive, reactionary, passing the buck—he said that the
Department of Defense hadn’t yet come up with a plan. And
after labeling Hillary Clinton’s claim a “fantasy” that she had
been in favor of arming the Free Syrian Army two years ago, Obama at least verbally
came to that decision as well, promising $500 million worth of arms to them, now
that they were much harder to isolate from the more radical members of the opposition to the Syrian regime.
But the blowback that Obama received for saying he had no strategy to deal
with ISIS, or ISIL, as he calls it, led him to quickly create a “strategy.” It consisted of
continuing the pin-prick bombing of ISIS in Iraq, waiting for the Iraqis to form an
“inclusive” government so it could create a military able and willing to fight ISIS, and
to finally take on ISIS in Syria, where it took root in the first place, and is based. Oh
yes, that last part wouldn’t take place until he is presumably out of office in three years.
But arriving at that was a complete fiasco. While promising “no boots on the
ground” in Iraq or Syria, Obama declared his intent to degrade and destroy ISIS, and
reduce its scope to a “manageable level”all in the same speech. There was no consistency among the foreign policy team. Secretary of Defense Hagel and Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Dempsey said they considered ISIS a threat to U.S. national
security, at a time when the President was downplaying the threat. We are witnessing
a world with the absence of a superpower representing freedom and democracy, and
it is tragic and painful to witness.
Obama’s policies since taking office in 2009 were meant to show that he’s not George
W. Bush, and that his approach to the Muslim world would be different. Since he had
lived in a Muslim country (Indonesia) with a Muslim step-father, by showing them
respect, and demonstrating we are in no way at war with Muslims, things would be
much better between the West and the Muslim world.
Clearly, it hasn’t worked out that way. Pulling out of Iraq precipitously as we did,
without leaving behind a military contingent sufficient to maintain the stability achieved
there before we left, appears to have been a disastrous move. President Obama again
dissembled by claiming he had always planned to remove all troops from Iraq, but
then asserting it was not his choice, but rather Iraq’s then-Prime Minister Maliki, who
refused to negotiate a reasonable status of forces agreement. Obama argues that this
was all George W. Bush’s fault, and he, Obama, is left to clean up the mess. But this
is a mess of his own making, and we all are having to live with it.•
For Accuracy in Media				
Roger Aronoff
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To the Editor:
This Benghazi mess STINKS to HIGH
HEAVEN. But be assured, the truth will
come out, and there will be hell to pay for
the treachery at the highest levels of our
government!
Sue

Please send Letters to the Editor to:
Accuracy in Media
Attn: Letters to the Editor
4350 East West Highway #555
Bethesda, MD 20814
or email to info@aim.org
Please keep your submissions to 50 words
or less. Letters may be edited for length.
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tween Sharpton and the Obama administration in their lengthy feature. He’s been
described by Politico as President Obama’s
“go-to civil rights advocate,” they write.
Then there is this interchange, which
is said to have taken place at the 2004
Democratic convention: “He said: ‘Well,
reverend, you know, my theme is a little
different than yours,’” quoting then-state
Senator Barack Obama. “I’m going to try
to unite all Americans.” Sharpton replied,
“I respect that. You do what you got to
do tonight and I’m going to be there applauding.”
“They have since acquired an appreciation for each other’s usefulness,” Stewart
and Horowitz cynically reported, especially given Sharpton’s “understanding of
when to keep his distance.” This comes
in sharp contrast to Jeremiah Wright,
who proved politically volatile to Presi-

By Cliff Kincaid

“

dent Obama during his first presidential
campaign.
Sharpton is “rewarded with invitations
to White House Super Bowl parties, where
he laughs it up with the president,” is a
“special host to the president” and “provides the president with protection from
his critics in the African-American community,” reported the Times. And, according to Politico, he vacationed at Valerie
What [they] fail to question is how
someone so connected to President
Obama that he receives regular invitations to the White House can go on MSNBC and then pretend to be a journalist.

Jarrett’s condo in Martha’s Vineyard, close
to where the President was staying with his
family. As for presidential hopeful Hillary
Clinton, Sharpton told the Times that he

has a “lot of respect for her.”
What Stewart and Horowitz fail to
question is how someone so connected
to President Obama that he receives regular invitations to the White House can
go on MSNBC and then pretend to be
a journalist. Even an opinion journalist.
They describe Sharpton as an “incessantly
televised pundit,” a “constant presence
on TV and radio,” and “a skilled political
operator.” The emphasis is on political. It’s
all politics for Sharpton—racial politics.
His show on MSNBC shouldn’t be considered news, but just an extension of his
political ego and activism. It is a stain on
the integrity of not just MSNBC, but of
NBC as well. They should end this conflict
of interest.•
Roger Aronoff is the Editor of AIM, and
a member of the Citizens’ Commission on
Benghazi.

Media Blame Police for Race Riots

The images and scenes we continue
to see in Ferguson resemble war more
than traditional police action,” wrote
Senator Rand Paul (R-KY) in Time magazine. The allegations about the “militarization” of police were picked up by dozens
of media outlets, on the left and right, and
made the libertarian Republican Senator
into a media darling. But they were designed to make the police look bad for protecting themselves and their community.
It turns out that the “militarization of
police” is a sensational term for police officer safety in the face of drug gangs, crazy
gunmen and race riots.
On CNN, correspondent Victor Blackwell called Ferguson a “war zone” and interviewed Radley Balko, author of a Wall
Street Journal article, “Rise of the Warrior
Cop,” which is based on a book by the
same name published by Public Affairs
Press.
But in their rush to blame the police
for enforcing law and order in Ferguson,
Missouri and protecting business owners,
our media failed to note the abundant
evidence of shoddy work by Balko in the
piece, which was published last year. “The
correction to Balko’s reporting stands as
one of the most epic reporting corrections in the annals of journalism,” the
S.H.A.M.E. Media Transparency Project
pointed out.

A 200-word “corrections and amplifications”
at the end attempted to set
the record straight about
some of the article’s erroneous assertions about the
“militarization” of law enforcement at various levels
of government. It said:
“The Consumer Products Safety Commission
does not have a SWAT
team. An earlier version of
this article incorrectly said
that it does. Also, the U.S.
Department of Education
and the Fish and Wildlife Service have lawenforcement divisions, but the agencies
say they don’t receive tactical or military
training and don’t operate as SWAT teams.
An earlier version of this essay incorrectly
said that the agencies have SWAT teams.
In addition, the earlier version incorrectly
described the execution of two search warrants. In the first case, the FWS says that
its officers’ weapons weren’t drawn when
it searched a Gibson Guitar factory in
2009. The essay incorrectly called it an
‘assault-style raid.’ In the second case, the
Department of Education says its search
of the residence of alleged members of a
student-loan fraud ring was successfully
executed. The essay incorrectly described
the search as ‘bungled’ and incorrectly

implied that the home was searched because a resident had failed to repay her
student loan. Finally, Mr. Balko says that
he sought comment from the U.S. government agencies mentioned in the essay
while researching a book in 2012. The
essay incorrectly implied that the agencies
had failed to respond to recent requests
for comment.”
This is quite a laundry list of distortions. Yet, Balko, a former media fellow
at the Cato Institute, keeps appearing in
the media as an expert.
A full-time deputy sheriff wrote an article noting that the process is not so much
“militarization” as much as it is “modernization,” and that, “The military for
the last 100 years or so, has been giving
continued on page 4
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surplus equipment to law enforcement.
Way back in the day, many agencies were
the recipients of full-auto Tommy guns
which they used when conducting raids.”
Nevertheless, Balko continues to write
on these topics for The Washington Post,
and to promote his book. Among his latest allegations is that police “tear-gassed a
news crew from Al-Jazeera” in Ferguson.
Balko linked to a dubious site claiming it
was an example of “state security forces”
attacking journalists, like Missouri is some
communist or third world police state.
The claim crumbles under scrutiny.
The film footage supplied by Al Jazeera
only showed one of the correspondents
being “caught in the crossfire” when a tear
gas canister was shown near the news crew.
It was not clear where it came from or
who threw it.
Milking the controversy, however,
Al Jazeera highlighted the incident by
claiming that its correspondent, Ash-Har
Quraishi, had escaped “serious danger as
police fired tear gas in his direction.” The
correspondent himself was quoted as saying that “people started running toward
us, saying they were being fired on with
rubber bullets. Rubber bullets were fired
on us, and then a canister. We had to retreat into the neighborhood.”
So the tear gas had been used to disperse
agitators, not to target a news crew.
A close look at the video shows the correspondent wandering into the tear gas,
not away from it. How convenient that
the cameras were rolling at the time, in
order to capture this for dramatic effect.
It seems that a desperate Al Jazeera will do
anything for ratings.
Not to be outdone, the Russia Today
(RT) propaganda channel covered the
incident under the sensational headline,
“Press freedom? Police target media, arrest

and teargas reporters at Ferguson protests.”
In Russia, journalists are murdered with
real bullets and the real killers, including Russian President Vladimir Putin, are
never prosecuted.
Mark Lomax, executive director of the
National Tactical Officers Association in
suburban Philadelphia, has previously
commented on the situation faced by law
enforcement in some dangerous neighborhoods. “We didn’t create this, the bad guy
did,” he said. “This is policing that has
had to adapt to the crime, the criminal,
and to the type of weaponry that’s out
there today.”
The group points out that the use of speIn Russia, journalists are murdered with real bullets and the real
killers, including Russian President
Vladimir Putin, are never prosecuted.
cially selected, trained and equipped police
personnel “was born out of necessity,” and
that “the violent riots and disorders of
the decade of the sixties, many of which
involved sniper fire directed at police and
civilians,” were a significant factor.
At the time, there was abundant evidence of outside agitation, sometimes by
organized communist groups. The Senate
Internal Security Subcommittee, which
was dismantled by liberals, published a
report that included testimony about an
instruction manual captured from a communist group that described in detail how
to manipulate mobs. The recommendations include creating confusion by starting fights in public spaces, linking arms
to resist police dispersal tactics, throwing
objects at police, the use of fire and explosives, and, of course, looting.

More recently, the threats posed by
heavily-armed narcotics-traffickers and
terrorists have justified the use of SWAT
teams and special response units.
During an interview with Sean Hannity
of Fox News, Chief Thomas Jackson of
the Ferguson Police Department blamed
“a lot of outside agitators” for the looting
and other violence.
Liberal commentators have shown no
interest in finding out who they are and, in
fact, gripe about Jackson bringing up that
subject. Instead, they want to find fault
with the police for protecting themselves
and the community.
The liberal media are angry that the
police released videotape of the dead thug,
Michael Brown, bullying and “strong arming” a much smaller convenience store
manager after he was caught stealing. This
was before he reportedly attacked the policeman who shot him.
On Saturday, CNN highlighted the
“news” that the videotape was released
over the “objections” of the Obama Justice
Department, as if the truth about what
preceded the “execution” or “murder” was
not relevant.
I thought the media were in favor of
transparency, or freedom of information.
In fact, their narrative about the case
was falling apart, just as it did in the
Trayvon Martin case. But the media will
never admit they’re wrong. They will keep
pumping out distorted coverage, using
discredited sources such as Radley Balko.
Meanwhile, the question about outside
agitators will remain unanswered.
It’s too bad Rand Paul rushed to judgment in the controversy. He has shown,
once again, that he is not presidential
material.•
Cliff Kincaid is the Director of the AIM
Center for Investigative Journalism.

Why Won’t Putin Help Middle East Christians?
By Cliff Kincaid

A

n article titled, “Iraq’s Christians
See Putin As Savior,” appeared on
the website of The Daily Beast in
late June. It was picked up by literally
dozens of “news” sites all over the Internet,
contributing to the perception that Russia
was actually prepared to do something
on behalf of these Christians and other
minorities.
The article referred to “Russia’s increas4
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ingly cozy relationship with Middle Eastern Christians” and included a photo of
Putin under a halo.
But when the Christians in Iraq actually
needed some help, it was the U.S. and
Britain which intervened on their behalf.
Humanitarian aid was delivered to the
minority religious groups under attack,
and air strikes were conducted against
the terrorists. Later, France and Australia
joined in the effort.

The Christian “Stand Firm in Faith”
website asks, “So where is President Putin
now that Christians are being wiped out
in Iraq?”
“So now Putin keeps his shirt on?”
writer Timothy Fountain asked.
The latter is a reference to the many
photos of a shirtless Putin. He has been
shirtless on a horse, holding a rifle and
fishing.
Walter Hickey at Business Insider had
continued on page 5
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published “39 Photos That
Prove Vladimir Putin Is The
Most Badass Leader In The
World.” These photos also
showed Putin firing weapons,
on a motorcycle, and in a race
car.
But this tough guy hasn’t
lifted a finger of behalf of persecuted Christians in Iraq.
While some argue with justification that the U.S. effort
has not been enough and too
slow, I searched the website of
the Russian Embassy in Washington to see if there was an
announcement of Russia participating in,
or offering the delivery of, aid to Christians and others in Iraq—and could find
nothing.
There is no evidence that the “international partners” helping Christians and
other minorities in Iraq include Russia.
Instead, Putin had been trying to sneak
“humanitarian aid” into Ukraine, to benefit the Russian terrorists who shot down
the Malaysian airliner with nearly 300
passengers.
One can search the Internet and find
all kinds of stories about how Putin is
not only defending Christians but is supposed to be a Christian himself. A story
carried by the Christian Post said, “Putin
has long been a supporter of Christianity
and Christian values within Russia. He
has called for the Church to play a larger
role in citizens’ social lives, better religion
classes in schools, and television programs
emphasizing religious values.”
Some other stories include:
•“Pope, Putin Summit to Benefit Christians” from Newsmax
•“Vladimir Putin, Christian Crusader?”
from The American Conservative, and
written by Patrick J. Buchanan
•“Putin Policies Aim to Defend Christian Beliefs” from the Liberty Voice blog
•“Vladimir Putin is a Christian Man”
from The Daily Stormer (an anti-Semitic
site)
•“US threatened by Russia’s Christianity” from the Russian Pravda
•“Russia will develop as democratic
state, defend Christian values—Putin”
from the Voice of Russia
•“Putin promises to protect Christianity
worldwide” from Russia Today
The Timothy Fountain article noted
that “Just over two years ago, Russia’s

President received a briefing from Metropolitan Hilarion, the foreign relations
representative of the Russian Orthodox
Church.” Putin was told, “Every five minutes one Christian was dying for his or her
faith in some part of the word.”
After hearing several examples of the
persecution of Christians, Putin replied
with an offer of help and said, “You needn’t
have any doubt that that’s the way it will
be.”
It turns out that the source of the report
about Putin vowing to defend Christians
around the world was Russia Today (RT),
the well-known disinformation outlet for
Russian propaganda.
Indeed, RT, on February 12, 2012,
ran a story headlined, “Putin promises to
protect Christianity worldwide,” which
stated that “Putin has promised to make
the protection of repressed Christians in
foreign countries one of his foreign policy
priorities…”
It turns out that the source of the
report about Putin vowing to defend
Christians around the world was Russia
Today (RT), the well-known disinformation outlet for Russian propaganda.

This is the story cited earlier about
the Russian Orthodox head of External
Church Relations, Metropolitan Hilarion, saying that every five minutes one
Christian was dying for his or her faith in
some part of the world, “specifying that he
was talking about such countries as Iraq,
Egypt, Pakistan and India.”
According to an RT report of Putin’s
meeting with Pope Francis, “The Kremlin
announced ahead of the visit that Putin
and Pope Francis would focus on the state
of international institutions and their abil-

ity to respond to crises, as well
as the protection of Christian
minorities in the Maghreb
and the Middle East.”
The Russian Embassy website features news of Russian
deliveries of “humanitarian”
aid to Syria, but nothing to
Christians in Iraq. In Syria,
Russia is better known for
its weapons deliveries to the
Assad regime, a long-time Soviet client state.
Last August, so-called Tea
Party leader Judson Phillips
had written in The Washington Times that “Putin said world leaders
must come together to stop the violent
persecution of Christians in the Middle
East. Something is wrong when Putin is a
greater champion for freedom and liberty
than the President of the United States is.”
“While Putin has called for protections
for the Middle East’s Christians, Obama
has been playing golf,” Phillips wrote last
August.
Well, Obama went golfing again, but
at least he finally did something on behalf
of the Christians in Iraq.
Yes, Obama could have done more, and
he should have acted sooner. But Putin has
done nothing on behalf of Christians in
Iraq—except talk. For some reason, this
talk impresses some people in the U.S.
who should know better.
In terms of action, Putin is delivering
Mi-35 helicopter gunships, Mi-28 attack helicopters and Su-25 fighters to the
Baghdad regime. One weapons deal alone
is worth $1 billion. But there’s no hard
evidence these weapons are being used to
help or rescue Christians in Iraq.
In his August 12 column, Pat Buchanan
calls Putin a potential ally “in a coalition
to contain or crush” the Islamic State terrorists. So far, this potential ally has not
reported for duty.
It appears that Putin is more interested
in doing weapons deals that make rubles
for his regime and his cronies. His halo
looks like another KGB deception.•
Cliff Kincaid is the Director of the AIM
Center for Investigative Journalism, and can
be contacted at cliff.kincaid@aim.org.
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MSNBC Goes All Out on
Ferguson Coverage—
Ratings Sink

By Don Irvine

By Don Irvine

A

A

new Pew Research report finds that
MSNBC devoted far more time
to the coverage of the events in
Ferguson, Missouri than any other cable
news network. Yet according to Nielsen,
it didn’t help the network’s ratings.
According to Pew, MSNBC devoted an
average of 68 minutes of primetime news
coverage per night to Ferguson between
August 10 and August 15, with a peak
of 122 minutes on Thursday, August 14,
compared to 48 minutes on average for
CNN and 36 minutes for Fox News.
Overall, during that time period, MSNBC spent a total of five hours and 43
minutes on Ferguson during primetime,
with CNN tallying nearly four hours, and
Fox News bringing up the rear with just
under three hours of coverage.
Yet all that coverage didn’t help MSNBC’s ratings, as the liberal cable news
network finished third every evening during the reported period—and on some
days a distant third.
Breaking news has for years been an
Achilles heel for MSNBC, and Ferguson
has proven to be no different. It doesn’t
seem to matter how much time MSNBC
devotes to breaking news, viewers just
don’t see them as being particularly credible so they switch in droves to Fox News
and CNN.
It may seem a bit ironic, but the longer
the liberal media keep Ferguson alive, the
more it hurts MSNBC.•

Don Irvine
Chairman of
Accuracy in Media
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Al Jazeera America
Rejects Al Gore’s
Lawsuit Claims
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l Jazeera America (AJA) dismissed
the claims of Current TV founders Al Gore and Joel Hyatt, who
sued the network for refusing to turn over
any of the estimated $65 million that was
being held in an escrow account that was
created when Al Jazeera agreed to buy Current TV last year.
In a statement, Al Jazeera America said
that the escrow account was a “standard
business practice” to cover any claims of
breach of contract while Gore and Hyatt
ran Current TV, and took issue with how
the filing of the lawsuit was announced:
“The lawsuit and statement simultaneously issued by Al Gore’s celebrity trial
lawyer were designed to grab headlines
with misleading accusations like ‘fraud’
and ‘price discount,’ said the statement.
The truth is that this is an ordinary commercial dispute, of the type that courts
decide all the time.”
Gore accused AJA of withholding the
funds to extract a price discount on the
purchase, but AJA said that third parties
have contended that Current TV breached
its contracts while Gore and Hyatt ran the
network. AJA said that it had demanded
indemnification from the sellers for past
and future claims against Current TV.
More than the money, Al Jazeera is certainly feeling buyer’s remorse after overpaying for a third-rate network that Gore
and Hyatt were struggling to make viable.
Since re-launching the network, Al
Jazeera has spent millions of dollars to
build U.S. news bureaus and hire staff,
only to see ratings drop even further from
the minuscule numbers Current TV attracted, resulting in layoffs that have hurt
staff morale.•

CNN Ends Talks With
Glenn Beck’s The Blaze

By Don Irvine

T

he Wall Street Journal’s Keach Hagey
reported that CNN had ended talks
with Glenn Beck’s The Blaze to provide programming for its struggling sister
network, HLN.
According to the Journal, CNN executives held talks with representatives from

The Blaze about a potential joint venture
to remake HLN. These discussions came
on the heels of CNN’s talks with Vice Media about a similar deal. The talks ended
when CNN and The Blaze representatives
couldn’t agree on the terms of a deal.
One of the options discussed was the
formation of a new joint venture between
CNN parent company Time Warner—
which was a recent target of Beck’s old
employer Fox News—and The Blaze, that
would replace HLN’s current lineup with
Beck’s.
While CNN has been struggling for the
last few years, HLN has struggled even
more and has seen it’s total viewership
drop 22% year to date in the absence of
any sensational stories for Nancy Grace
to beat to death. Another factor has been
the overall trend of people to drop their
cable subscriptions.
HLN president Albie Hecht has been
trying to fix the network’s problems since
taking over in November, but he has found
many of the same challenges that Jeff
Zucker has encountered during his brief
tenure as CNN Worldwide president.
Earlier this year, in a rebranding effort,
Hecht called HLN “the first TV network
for the social media generation.” He was
hoping to woo younger viewers, but that
has failed as they have abandoned the network in droves.
It’s too bad the talks broke down, as the
return of Beck to cable television would
have been interesting, especially considering that his original program aired on
HLN before he left for Fox News, and the
fact that CNN isn’t exactly a conservative
network.
Since leaving Fox News, Beck has been
busy building a global brand under The
Blaze name. He has been pushing to get
carriage on cable systems, and this would
have been an easy entree to millions of
households. So I wouldn’t be surprised
to see CNN and The Blaze return to the
bargaining table in the future.•
What You Can Do
Please send the enclosed postcards to:
• Wolf Blitzer about his failure to ask
Susan Rice the tough questions about
Benghazi;
• Chris Matthews for his willingness
to criticize President Obama over his ISIS
strategy, but only so far;
• Catherine Herridge for her continued
excellent investigative journalism.

