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cOUNTRY LAOS/NORTH VIETNAM

DOI	 DECEMBER 1968

SUBJECT PATHET LAO TRANSFER OF ALL AMERICAN PRISONERS

• FROM LAOS TO NORTH VIETNAM

.ACQ	 LAOS, VIENTIANE /29 JUNE 69/

SOURCE

I. IN LATE DEMMER 1968, 27, AMERICANS HELD PRISONER

BY THE PATHET LAO /PL/, AND THREE OTHER PRISONERS BELIEVED

TO BE EITHER THAI OR LAO, WERE ASSEMBLED IN BAN HANG LONG

/VH 132629/ IN HOUA PHAN PROVINCE BEFORE BEING SENT TO NORTH

.VIETNAIL THE 27 AMERICANS REPRESENTED ALL AMERICANS THE PL

Arrfrctrium-All
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• HELD CAPTIVE IN LAOS. THE REASON GIVEN FOR SENDING THEM TO

STATE ARMY AIR USMACV 7TH AIR FORCE

:':A100.1tc-Serti PACAF-AROAC.•/ALSO SENTr-7--]
4.

NORTH VIETNAM WAS THAT THEY WERE TO BE USED IN PRISONER

EXCHANGES BETWEEN THE NORTH VIETNAMESEAND THE SOUTH *—VIETWVIESE

GOVERNMENTS.

2. BEFORE THE AMERICAN PRISONERS WERE RELEASED TO NORTH

VIETNAMESE ARMY./NVA/ PERSONNEL, AN AGREEMENT WAS REACHED

BETWEEN THE NORTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT AND 182 . 020 LAO HOE

SAT CENTRAL COMMITTEE WHEREBY ALL AMERICANS CAPTURED IN LAOS

WOULD BE SENT TO NORTH VIETNAM WHERE THEY WOULD BE USED IN -

PRISONER EXCHANGES WITH THE SOUin!i VIEINAMESE GOVERNMENT. FOR

SEVERAL WEEKS BEFORE THE AMERICAN PRISONERS WERE TURNED OVER

TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE, TEAMS OF NVA AND PL PROPAGANDISTS

CIRCULATED THROUGHOUT NORTHEAST LAOS EXPLAINAO THE IMPORTANCE

OF RELEASING ALL AMERICAN PRISONERS TO THE NVA TO ASSIST THE

NORTH VIETNAMESE , GOVERNM20 IN ITS NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE

'SOUTH VIETNAMESE AND :AMERICAN GOVERNMENTS. 	 .
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